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HE triumphant Entry of Commodore 
1 Anſon with the Treaſures of Acapulco, 
and the Trophies of the Enemy, gave 
ſuch infinite Pleaſure and Satisfation to all 
| Ranks and Degrees of People, and fince that 
Event, fo many extraordinary Things are daily 
related by the brave Companions of his Expe- 
dition, that the Eupectation of the Publick 
| ſeems greatly raisd, and doubtleſs they will be 
glad to ſee a faithful Account of it. Their 
Curigfity is extremely reaſonable, and I ſhould 
think it a Duty incumbent on the finſt Officer of 
the Squadron to gratify the Publick in this A. 
ticle, as the Squadron was fitted out at the pub- 
bick Expence; that they might not only be ſatis- 
fy'd bow their Money was employ'd, but likewiſe 
bar they might ſee what exceſſrve Miſeries and 


their Service. I doubt not but the Commadare 
will oblige the Publick, as ſoon as his Leiſure- 
will permit bim, with the Expedition af large, 

with Draughts, and all the Accuracy and Ex- 


Hardſhips fboſe embark'd in it underwent in 


The PR E FA C E. 


" aBneſs of. the moſt expert Navigator : In the 
mean Time, I have been fix d on as no improper 
Perſon to model the private Journal of a Gen- 
tleman, who accompany'd the Commodore the 
whole Voyage: In the doing of which, tho) T 
Have purpoſely omitted the Parade of a Voyage 
. Writer, I flatter myſelf the Account will an- 
fewer all the Purpoſes F a private Peruſal, as 
1 have taken Care to preſerve all that is re- 
 markable, curious, or entertaining in the Ex- 
pedition. 1 „„ oo of 
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Authentic ACCOUNT, Sc. 


and Inſults, that the War with Spain, 
which gave Riſe to Commodore Anſon's 


Expedition, was engag'd in. Engliſh Forbear- 


ance had long kept pace with Spaniſh Inſolince: 


Long had the Spaniſh Vice. Roys cover'd the 
American Seas with their Guarda Cota's, and 


theſe arrogated to themſelves the Liberty of 
ſtopping and rummaging our Ships on the 
High Seas, to the infinite Detriment of our 


Commerce in thoſe Parts; at the ſame Time, 
thoſe arbitrary Searches were always unjuſti- 


fiable, being in direct Violation of Treaties, 


and as often attended with Circumſtances, that 
will ſcarce bear the Name of common Hu- 


manity. Notwithſtanding theſe moſt equit- 
able Motives to a War, the pacifick Syſtem 


till continued to prevail, till by the ſhameful 


and impolitick Step Spain took, in refuſing to 
fulfil the Convention, join'd to the univerſal 
Cries of an aggriev'd People, we were at laſt 
rous'd from our political Lethargy ; in Conſe- 
quence of which, Letters of Marque and Re- 
7i/al were iſſued out; a Squardon was ſent to 
the Weſt-Indies, under the Command of Ad- 

: V miral 
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miral Vernon, and ſoon after another was fent 
to the South-Seas, under that of Commodore 
Anſon, conſiſting of the following Ships of 
War, with 500 Land Forces on Board, com- 
manded by Col. Cracheroge, VIZ, 


25 Ships Names. Commanders. Guns. Men. 


Centurion, Commodore, 60 513 
Glouceſter, Norris, © 30 350 

%% 0 250 
Pearl, Mitchel, 40 250 
Wager, Nad, 1 49 


2 wed Sloop, Hon. George Murray, 16 
With two Store Ships, the Lade. and * 


Pink. 


Never were Ships f in finer Order, having 
been all rebuilt juſt before, nor Men, as well 
Officers, as Sailors, in higher Spirits, from the 
fanguine” Hopes they had of growing immenſe- 
ly rich, and returning to England loaden with 
the Wealth of the Enemy, If we confider 
the Deſign, with the Force to carry it into 
Execution, they had no ill Grounds for their 
Expectations ; and tho” it had the Misfortune 
to miſcarry in the moſt eſſential Part, thro” 
the moſt unavoidable and calamitous Acci- 
dents, yet it muſt be allow'd the Deſign was 
nobly plan'd ; for had all the Ships got fafe 
round Cape Horn, they muft not only have 
done infinite Miſchief in thoſe Seas, by ravaging 


Ar whole Goal, but roll might have _ 
able 


ill State of Health, the following Removals 
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able to have tranſported the Treaſures of Pang- 
ma, as well as thoſe of Aguapulca, to England. 
Ihe Squadron being compleatly equipt as 

above, ſet Sail from St. Helens, on Thurſday 


the 18th of September, 1740, the Ram-head 


bearing N. by W. half W. diſtant four Leagues. 

I oOo Days after, the Commodore hoiſted 
his broad Pendant, and was faluted by every 
Ship in the Squadron with 13 Guns each. At 
the fame time, they fell in with the Stre:ghts 
and American Convoys, and parted Company 
with them the 2 5th and zoth. On the 3d of 
Oclober, at Eight in the Morning, they ſaw 
two Brigantines to the South Eft; the Com- 
modore gave a Signal to chace; they fir'd two 
Shot to bring them to; they ſpoke with them, 
and found they came from Liſbon, and were 
bound for New York, On the 26th of October 
the Severn ſhew'd Lights, and fir d ſeveral 
Guns a-head, and. ſoon after they made Ma- 
deira. Two Britiſh Privateers happening to 
be on a Cruiſe, ran under the Commodore's 
Stern, and ſaluted him with nine Guns, The 
Squadron moor'd the 29th in Fonchiale Road, 
ſo called from a City, of that Name, which 1 3 
the Metropolis offfhe Iſland of Madeira. Cap- 
tain Norris, of the Gloucefter, having obtain d 
Leave to return to England, on account of his 


were occaſion'd thefeby, vi x. Capt. Mitchel was 
removed into the Glouceſter, Capt. Kidd into 
the Pearl, the Hon. Mr. Murray ſucceeded 

| B 2 him 
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him in the Wager, and Lieutenant Cheap, the 
latter in the Tryall, While they lay at Madeira, 
they were employ'd in getting Wine and Water 
aboard, and ſtowing their dry Proviſions be- 


tween Decks, On the 5th of November they 


fail'd from Madeira; on the 29th the Induftry 
Store-Ship, after quitting Stores, parted Com- 


pony, ſteering for Barbadees; and on the 28th 


they croſs'd the Equino#ial The Tryall in her 


Paſſage ſprung her Maſt, and on the 17th of 


December they ſaw the Iſland of St. Catherine, 
a Portugueſe Settlement, on the Brafil Coaſt, 
They anchor'd the 2oth in St. Catherine's Road, 


and the Day following moor'd between tbe 


Iſland and the Main. The Commodore or- 


der'd freſh Beef for the fick People. They 
took in Water and Cattle, and overhawl'd their 
Rigging. While they were here, there was a 


Quarrel happen'd on Board the Commodore, 


between two Lieutenants of Marines. The 


Commodore, to prevent Miſchief, ſeparated. 


them, ſending one on board the Pearl, and 


the other on board the Wager, with Ordets 
that they ſhould not go aſhore together. Mr. 
Gordon, the Lieutenant of Marines in the Wa- 
ger, took the latter's Birth in the Centurion, 


- which proved a very fortunate Change for bim, 
(and of whom we ſhall ſpeak hereafter) but a 
very unhappy one to the other Two, more 


eſpecially to the Gentleman who was ſent on 
Board the Wager. Two of the Ghuceſter's 
People likewiſe deſerted, but were retaken, 

3 55 an d 


E 
and by the Goodneſs of the Commodore for- 
given. 

On the 17th of January, 1740, they fail'd 
from St, Catherine's, the Weather very warm. 
The Commodore ſaluted the Fort with 11 
Guns, the Fort return'd the ſame Number. 
On the 22d they loſt Sight of the Pearl, who 
rejoin'd the Squadron the 17th of February. 
During her Separation, ſhe had been chaſed by 
Admiral P:zzaro's Squadon, conſiſting of five 
large Spaniſh Men of War: When the Pearl's 
People ſaw them at firſt, the Saniſo Admiral 
3 a broad red Pendant, they took him for 
the Commodore: Soon after finding their Miſ- 
take, they made all clear for engaging; but 


NN ight coming on, they loſt Sight of the Enemy. 


At Five the next Morning they ſaw them from 
the Maſt-head, ſtill giving Chace, and crowd- 
ing all the Sail they cou'd. They got clear of 
them by Nine, by Means of a Replin, which 
being a meeting of two Currents, creates a 

Cockling in the Sea, that looks like ſhallow 


Water: The Pearl had paſs'd it the Day be- 


fore, but when the Spaniſh Admiral came to 
it, taking it for ſhallow Water, he gave over 
the „ CES 

On the 19th of February the Squadron 


came to an b off the River of St. Julian, 


on the Coaſt of Patagonia. The ſame Day 
the Hon. Capt. George Murray took een 
on Board the Pearl, Capt. Kidd having died 
on the Voyage from St. Catherine's, and Capt. 

Cbeap 


— 
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"Cheap ſucceeded Capt. Murray on Board the 
Wager, The Lieutenants of the Squadron, 
with a Number of Men arm'd, were order'd 
aſhore, to reconnoitre the Country. They 
went up about four Miles. The Soil is very flat 
and barren. They {aw no People, but a pro- 


digions Quantity of Birds, ſome like Sea Gulls, 
others like Crows. They found no Water, and 
had they not had the Precaution to provide 
themſelves with ſome, they muſt have ſuffer'd 
_ greatly. They met with a very large Salt-Pan, 
about four Miles in Circumference, where 
they ſtay'd two Days to gather Salt, which 
they carry'd back with them for the Uſe 
of the Squadron, The Sea here is full of 
Shrimps, and red as if they were boil'd ; the 
Water appear'd tinctur'd to that Un) that 
it look'd like Blood! | 
On the 26th they ſent on Board the Pearl | 
twelve Butts and two Puncheons of Water, 
ſhe having been oblig'd, during her Chace, to 
throw overboard and ſtave fourteen Tuns, in 
order to clear the Ship. 
On the 27th of February the commodore 
made a Signal to weigh. At Eight in the 
Morning they were under Sail, and the ſame 
Day they loſt Sight of the Ghucgſter, who- . 
came into the Squadron again the next, 

On the 7th of March the Squadron paſg'd 
thro' the Streights of Le Mair, with great Suc- 
ceſs, and fair Weather, Cape Diego, on the 
Idand of Terra del fuego, . N. W. _ W. 
three 
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three Leagues, and Staten Land bearing E. N. E. 
diſtant four Leagues; but the next Day they 
met freſh Gales, which from that Time in- 
creaſed to ſuch hard Gales from N. N. W. to 
N. W. with ſuch prodigious Seas, as exceeded 
any they had ever ſeen before. The Severn had 
all her dove and Sails torn, and ſprung her 
Yards and Maſts. The Anne Pink loſt Com- 
pany the 1oth, but join'd the Squadron again 
the 16th. On the zoth the Glouceſter broke 
her Main Yard in the Slings, April the 1ſt 
the Commodore order'd the Carpenter of the 
Wager on Board the Ghouceſier. On the 8th, 
the Wager's Mizen-Maſt was carried away 
two Feet above the Awning, and upon the 
Roll of a Sea, all her Chain-plates to Wind- 
ward broke. At Noon Cape St. Bartholomew 
| bore N. 84 Deg. E. diſtant 229 Leagues. On 
the 10th of April 1741, the Severn, being in the 

Latitude of 55 D. 55 M. and Longitude 91 D. 
54 M. loſt Sight of the Commodore, Pr all 
the Squadron, except the Pearl, who together 
with the Severn, on the 13th, faw the Land 
at Day-break, which was very high, and not 
five Leagues diftant; upon which they endea- 
vour'd to wear, and then ſtood to the Weſt- 
ward, but it blowing a continual Storm at 
N. W. and by W. and W. N. W. for forty Days 
together, with exceſſive great Seas, they beat 
moſt of their Time under reef Courſes. On 
the iſt of June, they ſpoke with a Portu- 
gueſe Veſſel, bound to Babia, who told them 


Cape 
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Cape Frio bore W. S. W. 30 Leagues, and on 
Ms 6th they arrived ſafe at Rio Janeiro, where 
they were receiv'd with exceeding great Friend- 
ſhip and Humanity, after having loſt a great 
Number of Men by Fatigue and Sickneſs, 
amongſt which laſt were the Captain, Lieute- 
nant, and Enſign of the Marines. | 
Alfter the Separation of the Severn and 
Pearl from the Squadron, they had very hard 
| Gales at Weſt, with the largeſt Swells they 
had ever ſeen; and on the 19th of April, after 

having rounded. Cape Horn, they loft Sight of 
the Wager, and never faw ber after. 
There is ſomething ſo fingularly providen- 
tlal in the Eſcape of that unfortunate Crew, 
that their Story deſerves a more particular Con- 
fideration, which will not prove, we Imagine, 


an unentertaining Digreſſion. 


What may be faid to have greatly contribu- 
ted to the fatal Cataſtrophe of the Wager, 
was the Captain's too ſcrupulouſly adhering to 
the Letter of his Inſtructions, The firſt Ren- 
dezvouz agreed upon, was to be at Nefira 
Signora di Socora, in Latitude 44 ; and that 
being upon Lee-ſhore, little agreed with the 
diſtreſs'd Condition of a Ship with her Shrowds 
and Main-Plates broke, her Mizen Maſt gone, 
with her ſtanding Rigging fore and aft, and 
all her People down ; the Captain, however, 
did not propoſe coming nearer than ſeven 

Leagues, and only to fail off and on for 24 


Hours, to ſee if he could mect with the Com- 
modore, 


38 -] 

Ship ſerving as a Deck. They had now one 
hundred Men to be victualled, and it behoved 
them to be very frugal, as well as vigilant; 
they were therefore put to an Allowance, viz; 

firſt of half a Pound of Flower, and one 
Piece of Pork for three Men per Day; then it 
came to a Quatter of a Pound of Flower a Man 
per Day, and one Pint of Wine, and ſuch as 
liked Brandy had half a Pint in Lieu of Wine, 
till at laſt their chief Support was Muſcles, 
Limpets, and Clams, which they picked up 
about the Rocks, and are a Shell-Fiſh not un- 
like our Cockles. They uſed likewiſe to boil 
a large Sea-Weed called Thromba, and eat a 
broad green Weed called Saragraza, fryed in 
Tallow. Their Vigilance indeed did not an- 
ſwer the wiſe Purpoſes for which it was calcu- 
| lated. The Store-Tent was robbed ſeveral. 
Times, and the Offenders, being generally 

Marines, were puniſhed in the Military Way, 
by Whipping ; but the Puniſhment not ap- 
pearing adequate to the Heinouſneſs of the 
Crime, the Crew were unanimous for. making 
it capital, but at laſt they agreed in this Pu- 
niſhment; namely, That any Perſon whatever, 
who ſhould be convicted for the future of ſo 
atrocious a Depredation, ſhould ſtrait be ſet 
aſhore on the next deſolate Iſland, and live 
upon what they could get, till they were rea- 
dy for ſailing. Even this Expedient was not 
ſufficient to create the intended Terror: The 
Store-Tent was again robb'd, and five of the 
ſuſpected 


1 26 ] 
ſuſpected Marines, dreading the Puniſhmetit 
due to their Crime, made off to the Deſerters; 
the four more, who ſtaid to be tried, recewed 
Sentence to be carried off to the Main, and 
there ſhift for themſelves. een ee 
Theſe repeated Depredations however cauſed 
great Murmuring among the Seamen, who 
inſiſted on having a Pint of Btandy per Day 
each Man, and ſome of them went to the 
Captain with a Two-Gallon Cagg, and asked 
it full of Wine. He refuſed them at firſt, but 
apprehending they would make no Ceremony 
of filling it without Leave, he thought proper 
to order it to be filled, _ GENE. 
| Now it was the Captain began to perceive 
the tickliſh Si-uation he was in, and how dif- 
ficult it was to ſupport his Authority, of which 
however he was yet very jealous; for upon a 
. Noiſe, that one of the Midſhipmen was going 
to mutiny, he ruſhed out of his Tent, witl 
his Piſtol cocked, and inconſiderately ſhot him 
in the Cheek, of which Wound he languiſh'd 
fourteen Days, and died. This unhappy Ac- 
cident was the Occaſion of a great deal of ill 
Blood, and proved in the End the Overthrow = 
of the Captain. N * 


The Carpenter having by this Time got the 
Boat in great Forwardneſs, the People began 
to fall into Diſputes, concerning which Way 
they ſhould proceed with her, when ready for 
going off. It was the Opinion of the Navi- 
gators, that going thro the Streigbis of Magel- 


lan, 
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lan, was the ſafeſt, and only Way tb preſerve 
Life and Liberty, The following Paper there- 
fore was drawn up, in order to be preſented to 
the Captain, which was ſign'd by all the Offi- 
cers on the Spot, except the Captain, Lieute- 
nant, Purſer and Surgeon ; and by all the Sea- 
men in general, except the Captain's s Steward, 
Who came flocking to ſign, crying all aloud, 
For the Streigbti, for the Streighis; ſeeming 


tranſported, that they were returning to Eng- 
land directly. 


Copy ft the Paper. 


E whoſe Names are underwritten, 
do, upon mature Conſideration, as 
we have met with ſo happy a Deliverance, 
think it the beſt, and moft ſafe Way for the 
Preſervation of the Body of People on the Spot, 
to proceed thro the Streights of Magellan for 
England, Dated at a Deſolate Iſland on the 
Coaſt of Patagonia in the Soutb-Seas, this 2d 
Day of e n 


88 d G.. | 


The latin is a Copy 7 a Fay nd by 
0 . . Officers. . ad 


Wa E whoſe Names are 1 
VV having bad ſufficient Reaſon from 
the abovemention'd People, whoſe Names ar 

| I'S to a Paper 75 the Captain, do 25 
ent 
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ſent to go thro' the Streigbts of Magellan far 
England. Sign'd e ee ed bas OE 
Robert Pemberton, Captain, 
William Fielding, L 
Robert Emwers 8 EY a 


The Captain being made acquainted with 
What was done, and reſolvd on, and having 
heard the abovemention'd Paper read to him, 
anſwer' d, That he defir'd Time to conſider of 
it, and that then he would give them his final 
Determination, Some Days after, in a Con- 
verſation, which the Captain had with ſome 
of his Officers, after diſcovering to them the 
great Uneaſineſs their Paper had given bing 
he endeavour'd to diſſwade them from their 
Purpoſe: He remonſtrated the Thouſand Dif- 
ficulties they had to encounter with in going 
| thro” the Streighis; he defir'd them to conſider, 
that they were above 160 Leagues diſtant, with 
the Wind againſt them; and that after they 
had paſs'd the Streigbts, they had upwards of 
700 Leagues to run, with the Wind always 
againſt them, and where no Water was to be 
had; and concluded with ſaying, that tho' he 
might determine to take his Fate with them, 

or where the Spitit of the People ſhould lead, 
yet he was thoroughly convinced, that going 
to the Northward was the ſafeſt Way. The 
Officers, in their Anſwers and Objections, diſ- 
.cover'd they were far from being ſatisfy d with 
theſe Reaſons, and adher'd as ſtedfaſt as eyer 
33% | bk to 
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60 their former Reſolution. The Captain, in 
the mean time deſirous of ſounding the People, 
aſk'd every Man's Opinion one after anot! er, 
and found they were unanimous for theStreights 
of Magellan. The Lieutenant of the Ship taid 
very little in the ſeveral Conferences the Cap- 
tain had with his Officers on this Subject; on- 
ly it was obſerv'd, that before the Captain, he 
was always for going Northward, but behind 
his Back, he was as ſtrenuous as ny one for 
going thro' the Streights, 


The Captain's Inclination to go  Northward 


being now no longer a Secret, it created great 


Diſſentions among the People, as it tended to 


defeat their favourite Paſſion of returning di- 
rely for England. It was remark'd withal, that 
there was a Party gain'd over by the Captain, 


that were for going Northward ; and one of 


them went ſo far as to threaten to ſhoot the 


Projector of the Scheme for going thro' the 
Streights, This put the Partiſans of the latter 
upon drawing up another Paper for the Cap- 
tain to ſign, in order to compoſe the Minds 


ol the People. 


Copy of the Paper. 


7 Hereas, upon a general Conſultation, it 
has been agreed to go from this Place 


thro the Streights of Magellan, for the Coaſt 


of Brazil, in our Way to England; we do, 
notwithſtanding, find the People ſeparating 
into Parties, which muſt conſequently end in 
| D 2 5 the 
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the Deſtruction of the whole Body: And ag 
alſo there have been great Robberies e. 
on tlie Stores, and every thing is now at 3 
ſind; therefore, to prevent all future Frauds 
and Animoſities, we are unanimouſly agreed 
to proceed as abovemention d. | 


This Paper was deliver'd to the Lieutenant, 
who faid, that he was certain the Captain 
would Gen | it; but in caſe of Refuſal, he ſhou'd 
be confin'd for ſhooting the Midſhipman, and 
that then he would take the Command vpon 
himſelf. 
I be next Day they repair'd to the Captain: 8 
Tent, where they began with repreſenting to 
bim the great Uneaſineſs there was among the 
People; that there had been a long time a vi- 
ſible Inquietude among them; and that they 
could not help ſeeing there. were Schemes 
| form'd to obſtrud their Deſign of going to the 
Southward, The Captain anſwer'd, Gentle- 
men, it is Time enough to think of this when 
we are ready to go off, Have I not told you 
already, that 1 do not care which Way I go, 
Southward, Or Northward ! J will take my 
Fate with you, | 
Every Body now expected, that the Lieute- 
nant would reply; but to the Amazement of 
the reſt of the Officers, he open'd not his 
Mouth One of them however took out the 
5 and read it to the Captain, and aſk'd_ 
him to 2 it, Which he ſtrenuouſſy opporg, 
and 
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and ſeem'd very much enrag'd, that it ſhould 
be propos d to him. Upon this they withdrew, 
and as they were going out, they ſaw a Flag 
hoiſted on Capt. Pemberton's Tent, himſelf 
ſeated on a Chair, and ſurrounded by the Peo- 
ple. All the Officers, except the Lieutenant, 
directly repair'd thither. Here it was agreed 
anew, that in caſe the Captain perſiſted to refuſe 
ſigning the Paper, to take the Command from 
him, and give it the Lieutenant, according to 
the Lieutenant's,own Propoſal. At the ſame 
time, Capt. Pemberton told the People, he 
would ſtand by them with his Life in going 
thro the Streights of Magellan. The People, 
upon this, gave three Cheers, crying aloud, 
for England! for England! The Captain 
hearing the Noiſe, came out to the Tent- 


Door, and ſent for the Officers and People, 


and enquiring what it was they wanted, he 


was told, that ſince he refus'd ſigning the Pa- 


per, the People .unanimouſly agreed to take 
the Command from him, and transfer it to 
the Lieutenant, Upon kearing this, ſays the 
Captain, with a ſtern Voice, Who is the Man 
hardy enough to take the Command from me ! 
Then addreſſing himſelf to the Lieutenant 
Js it you, Sir? The Lieutenant reply'd faintly, 
No, Sir. The Terror of the Captain's Aſpect 
intimidated him to that degree, that he look d 
like a Ghoſt“ The Lieutenant's declining the 
Command ſtruck a Damp on their Meaſures 
for the preſent, Capt. Pemberton was made 
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aquainted with this unexpected Turn: In the 
mean time, the Captain afk'd the People what 
more they had to ſay? With that, they all 
call'd out for their Sea Store of Proviſions to be 
ſecur'd, and the reſt equally divided. Here the 
Captain ſhew'd all the Addreſs and Courage 
imaginable: He was a ſingle Man againſt a 
Multitude; all of them diſſatisfy'd with him, 
and all of them i in Arms. He told them, that 
he would go Southward with them ; he repre- 
ſented to them in ſtrong Colours, the terrible 
Conſequence of ſharing the Proviſions ; ; that it 
was, 1 {hort, /zving To-Day, and flarving To- 
Morrow; but that however, to pacify them as 
much as poſſible, he ſhould be ready to agree, 
that every Man ſhould have a Pint of Brandy 
per Day, which, by Calculation, would laſt 
them three Weeks. On this they ſeem'd very 


ealy, and went Peaceably to their reſpective 
Tents. 


After this, notwithſtanding, there were con- 
Fun Jealouſies, Diſtruſts, Murmurings, and 
ſometimes again every Thing feem'd running 
into Confuſion. At laſt, the finiſhing Hand 

being put to the Long-boat, the Lieutenant, 
and Officers went to acquaint the Captain with 
it, and to conſult with him the Meaſures to 
be obſerved on Board to prevent Mutiny. 
"They told him moreover, it was ꝙpected when 


he went from thence, that he wonld not weigh, 
come to an Anchor, or alter Courſe, without 
conſulting with . But the Captain de- 


clar'd 
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Elar'd his Reſolution was to be Captain as be- 
fore, aud to be govern'd by the Rules of the 
Navy y, and to ſtand, or fall by them. They 
were now fully convinced, that he had no Inten- 
tion of going to the South war d, notwithſtand- 
ing he had ſaid lately that he would, and they 
were as determined not to be govern'd by the 
Rulcs of the Navy for the preſent. 

While the Captain ſeem'd to acquieſce in 
their Views, they were willing to pay him a 
rational Obedience; but the Moment he diſ- 
cover'd contrary Sentiments, they would not 
own his Authority, but openly diſclaim'd he 
had any over them ; urging in Support of their 
Argument, that as their Pay ceas'd with the 
Loſs of the Ship, ſo did his Authority ceaſe 
likewiſe, and conſequently they ow'd him no 
Duty, any longer than he ſhould adhere to 
Reaton; that is, their own Reaſon, Such 
will ever be the Argumentation of popular 
Power, built on the Ruins of legal Authority. 
The Difference between the Captain and 
his People, was now at its Crifis, and we 
ſhall ſoon ſee, which Opinion, was to prevail. 

After this Interview with the Captain, the 
Officers went directly to Capt. Pemberton, and 
inform'd him of 45 — had paſs d; who, in or- 
der to put an End to all future Obſtacles, A- 
eain demanded their Affiſtance to make, him 
a Priſoner for, the, ſhooting Mr. Cozens, the 
Midſhipman, with an Intent to carry bim as 
ſuch to England At. the ſame Time, he prq- 
ST IT 1 bos d 


ay 


pogd to confine Lieutenant Hamilton likes 
wiſe; which was readily agreed to by the Offi- 
cers preſent. 

Accordingly, on Friday the gth of OFober 
1741, in the Morning, the Lieuenant, Gun- 
ner, Carpenter, Mate, and the reſt of the 
People, went in a Body, and ſurpriſed the 
Captain in Bed, diſarm'd him, and took every 
Thing out of his Tent. The Captain, at this 
unexpected Viſit, addreſſing himſelf to the 
Officers and Sailors, ludicrouſly faid, 77s very 
ell, Gentlemen, you have caught me napping z 
and at the ſame time declar'd with great Firm- 
neſs, that he never intended to go to the 
Seuthward, having more Honour than to turn 
his Back on his Enemies: That he would ra- 
th. - chuſe to be ſhot by them, and that there 
was not a ſingle Man on the Beach that durft 
engage him. After this, addreſſing himſelf to 
the Lieutenant, And pray, Sir, ſays he, what 
7s all this for? Sir, it is Captain Pembertor's 
Order, reply'd the Lieutenant. Captain Pem- 
berton, return'd the Captain, has no Buſineſs 
with me, and you will anſwer for it hereafter, 
And pray what does he intend to do by, me, 
purſued he? He infiſts, Sir, upon carrying you 
Priſoner to England for the Murder of Mr. Co- 
Zen, anſwer'd the Lieutenant. Priſoner to Eng- 
land! Alas, Gentlemen, reply'd the Captain, I 
ſhall never live to ſec England, but die by Inches 
in the Voyage; and really it amazes me to 

Ou. what you can expect by going to the 
Scuthward, 


9 
Southward, where there are ten thouſand Dif- 
ficulties to be encounter'd with. I am ſorry fo 
many brave Fellows ſhould be led to $0 wits 


they are not acquainted, when by going to the 


Northward, there is the Iſland of Chiloe, not 
above go Leagues, where we need not fear 
taking Prizes, and may have a Chance to fc. 
the Commodore. 


This was the laſt Effort the Captain made 


to diſſwade them from their deſperate Attempt ; 
but the Dread of Spaniſh Mines, and Spaniſh 
Priſons, had too much Poſſeſſion of them to 
liſten to him, and the Cry ſtill continued, jor 
England ! He then defir'd to be confin'd to his 
own Tent, but his Requeſt was judg'd inconve- 


nient, becauſe as Mr. Hamilton's Tent join'd 


the Purſer s, one Guard might ſerve both ; fo 
he was carry'd to the Purſer's Tent, and all 
his Things were removed thither. As he was 


going along, he ſaid, Gentlemen, you muſt 


excuſe my not pulling off my Hat, my Hands 
are confined, After he was ſecured, the Boat- 


Pelz moſt barbaroufly inſulted him, reproach- 


ing him with having ſtruck him, ſaying, 
Then it was your Time, but now Gd d- u 
you, it is mine. The Captain made no Re- 
ply but this; You are @ Scoundrel for ufing a 

Gentleman ill when be is a Priſoner ! 
Some few Days before they fail'd, the Goes 
tain ſent for his Officers, and told them, that 
he had rather be ſhot than carry'd off a Pri- 
ſoner; and that he aneh 0a not go off 
'Þ - with 
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with them. Therefore he defir'd they wa 
| aſk the People to ſuffer him to remain on the 
Iſland. 

Upon conſulting the ill Conſequences that 
might attend carry ing two Priſoners off in ſo 
ſmall a Veſſel, and for ſo long and tedious a 
Paſſage as they were likely to have, the Cap- 
tain's Requeſt was agreed to, and withal they 
conſented to leave him all Things needful for 
his Support, as much as could be ſpared; and 


likewiſe offered him the Barge, or Tawl, if 


he could procure Men to go with him. Lau- 


tenant Hamilton, and the Surgeon choſe to 
ſtay with him, and the Barge was ſent to the 
Deſerters to acquaint them, that, if they were 
willing to go Northward with the Captain, 

Proviſion and Neceſſaries ſhould be allowed 
them. They readily embraced the Offer; up- 
on which the Captain had deliver'd to him a 
Quota of Proviſions, and ſundry Neceſſaries for 
himſelf, Lieutenant, Surgeon, and the eight 
Deſerters. The reſt of the Stores was put on 
Board the Speedwell (for ſo they chriſten'd the 
Lon 1 and they got every Thing ready 
for ſailing. Before their Departure, the Oſfi- 
cers went, and took Leave of the Captain, who 
enjoin'd them at their Arrival in England, 
that they would impartially relate all Proceed- 
ings. He ſpoke to them in the moſt tender 
and affectionate Manner, and at parting, with 
a great deal of Chearfulneſs, will them well, 
and ſafe to OW = | 
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On the 13th. # Ockober, 1741, the whole 
Body of People, to the Number of Eighty-one 
Sale embark'd, viz. Fifty-nine on Board the 
Veſſel, on Board the Cutter twelve, and in the 
Barge ten. At Noon they got under Sail, af- 
ter having been five Months the miſerable In- 
habitants of an inhoſpitable, comfortleſs Cli- 
mate, where they had not ſeen ten fair Days 
in all that Time, The Captain, Lieutenant, 
and Mr. Hamilton, being on the Shore-ſide, 
they gave them three Cheers, which were re- 
turn'd. And this was the laſt Time they ever 
ſaw the unfortunate Captain Cheap, who was 
a Gentleman poſſeſs d of many Virtues: He 
was an excellent Seaman himſelf, and loved a 
Seaman, As for perſonal Bravery, no Man 
had a larger Share of it: Even when a Pri- 
ſoner, he preſerved the Dignity of a Com- 
mander : No Misfortunes could diſpirit, or 


deject him; and Fear was a Weakneſs he was 


an entire Stranger to. The Loſs of the Ship, 
was the Loſs of him: He knew how to go- 
vern while he was a Commander on Board, but 
by thinking to preſerve his Command on Shore 
by his Courage, at a Time when Things were 
in a State of Diſorder and Confuſion, he loſt 
his Authority. Unhappily for him he aſſerted 

the Commander, when he ſhould have valued 

himſelf more on being the Friend, and Fellow- 
Sufferer. It is impoſſible to give any Account 
of him further than what we haye from Re- 


port, namely, that he, and his little Crew, 
E 2 9 | ir 
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if alive, are Priſoners at Chiloe, an Iſland on 
the Coaſt of C ili 

The Adventurers now found themſelves 0 
pent up for Want of Room, that the worſt Jail 
In England was a Palace to their Situation; 
and ſeveral of them began already to be ſick of 
the Voyage, as well from that Conſideration, as 
from the Apprehenfions of what they were 
likely to ſuffer in the Courſe of it, from Storms, 
Rocks, Sickneſs, Hunger and Famine, Accord- 
ingly theyfhad not been many Days at Sea, be- 
fore "abi 'of the Crew went off to the Captain 
in the Barge. They afterwards loſt Sight of the 
Cutter, which made their Condition Th more 
deplorable, as they had now no Boat to go 
alhore in to ſeek Proviſions They therefore 
fitted up a Raft, made with Oars and Water- 
Barrels, which would only carry three Men 
aſhore at a time. Some Days after, to their 
great Joy, they ſaw the Cutter, which how- 
ever broke looſe from the Stern of the Veſſel, 
with one Man on board, and ſtove among 

the Rocks, the fame N icht. 1 
3 had now 72 Men in the Veſſel, and 
not above ſix of that Number, that gave them- 
ſelves the leaſt Concern for the Preſervation of 
their Lives. So indifferent did they appear whe- 
ther they lived, or dy'd, that they were ſcarce to 
be prevail'd on to come upon Deck, and aſſiſt 
in the working of the Veſſel, In ſhort, they 
could be brought under no Command, and 
ſerming 88 for Mutiny and Deſtruction, pe- 
remptorily 
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remptorily demanded Provifions to be ſerved 
four Days before the uſual Time. It was in 
vain to tell them of the Danger of breaking in 
upon the Stores ; they would not hearken to 
| Reaſon, and their Demands were obliged to be 
comply'd with. The Officers being quite tired 
out of all Patience, told them, that unleſs they 
alter'd their Conduct, and would ſubject them- 
ſelves to Command, they would leave them 
to themſelves, and take their Chance in that 
deſolate Part of the Globe. Upon this, they 
promiſed to be under Government; and as 
their Compliment of Men was increas'd, they 
divided them into four Watches, to make 
more Room beloWw. | 
__ Notwithſtanding this Precaution, the In- 
conveniencies and. Difficulties attending ſo great 
a Number of People's being on Board, were 
ſuch as made eleven of them deſire to be put 
aſhore with Allowance of ſome Neceſſaries. Be- 
ing aſk'd what it was induced them to that 
Requeſt, they anſwer'd, it was the common 
Good: That they could not bear the Boat any 
longer; that they did nat fear doing well, and 
| doubted not but to find the Cutter, which if 
they did, they would go back to the North- 
ward ; otherwiſe they would make a Canoe. 
The Body of People having .agreed to their 
Requeſt, the Boat was haul'd cloſe in Shore. 
They were ſupply'd with proper Neceſlaries, 
and before they landed, fign'd a Certificate, 
ſignify ing to the Lords of the Admiralty, that 
2 what 
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what they did, was not by Compulſion, but 
their own Act and Deed, for the Preſervation 
of themſelves, and the reſt of the People, 
dated on Board the Speedwell Schooner, in the 
Latitude of 50: 40: 8. the 8th of November, 
17. 

"Tea Days after, they. took themſelves to 
be at the opening of the Streights of Magellan. 
The Sea which runs here is prodigious, and 
ſuch as none of them had ever ſeen in any Part 
of the World. They expected every Wave to 
ſwallow them up. The Shore is full of ſmall 
Hands, Rocks, and Breakers, ſo they were 
oblig'd to keep her right before the Sea. It 
blew a Hurricane of Wind, with ſuch thick 
rainy Weather, they could not ſee twice the 
Boat's Length, and muſt inevitably have pe- 
riſh'd if it had not inſtantly clear'd up. Upon 
the Weather's clearing up, they ſaw the Land 
on the North Shore, with Iſlands, Rocks and 
Breakers, all around them. They were 80 d 
to put in among them for Shelter, finding it 
impoſſible to keep the Sea. They had now 
nothing but Death before their red, and ex- 
pected every Sea to bury them. The boldeft 
among them were terrify'd, and their De- 
liverance is ſcarce to be attributed to human 
Means ; for after failing amidſt Iſlands, Rocks 
and Breakers for above a League, they got 
ſafe into a good Harbour and ſmooth Water, 
which they gave the Name of, The Port of 
God's Mercy. | 
They 
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modore, and that in Caſe he did not in that 
Time, he defign'd to go for Juan Fernandes. 
Accordingly; they lay'd the Ship too for the 
firſt four Nights after their Separation from 
the Squadron, the Wind at S. and S. S. W. 
ſteering N. W. by N. and N. N. W. and the 
5th, and every Night after, made Sail, till the 
13th of May, when they ſaw Land from the 
Fore-caftle ; of which the Captain was made 
acquainted; who coming forward unhappily 
received a Fall, which diflocated his Shoulder; 
ſo that he was oblig'd to be put into the Sur- 
geon's Cabin, They had now a diſabled Cap- 
tain; they were upon a Lee-ſhore, and under 
à Neceflity of crowding the Ship off: But they 
could only muſter 12 Men, Officers included, 
in both Watches (the reſt of the Ship's Com- 
: pv being all ſick below,) and it blew fo very 
hard, it was impoſſible to ſet their Main- Top- 
Sail; and the other Top-Sails at the Yards 
were ſo bad, that if they attempted to looſe 
them for making Sail, they were in Danger of 
being ſplit, and they had not a ſpare Sail in the 
Ship, that could be brought to the Vard with- 
out being repair'd: It blew and rain'd be- 
ſides, and withal was ſo very dark, that they 

could not fee the Length of the Ship. 
Such was their deplorable Situation, till 
Thurſday, May the 14th, 3741, At half an 
Hour paſt Four in the Morning, the Ship 
ſtruck abaft on a ſunken Rock, and hey 608 
themſelves (Diſmal Spectacle !) ſürrounded on 
| FFV. | every 
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every Side with Rocks. She ſtruck a ſecond 
Time, which broke the Head of the Tiller; 
and in a ſhort time after, ſhe ſtruck, bilg'd, 
and grounded, between two ſmall lands, about 
five Leagues diſtant from the Main, and not 
above a Muſket-ſhot from the Shore. They 
immediately launch'd the Barge, Cutter, and 
Yawl over the Gunnel; cut the Main and 
Fore Maſts by the Board, and the Sheet An- 
chor from the Gunnel. The Captain ſent the 
Barge aſhore to ſee if the Place was inhabited, 
but the People not returning on Board, as di 
rected, the Lieutenant was fent in the Vawl, 
with Orders to bring off the Barge, which he 
ſent off, but ſtay'd aſhore himfelf, As ſoon 
as the Barge came on Board, the Captain was 
perſuaded, being very ill, to go aſhore, which 
he accordingly did, accompany'd with the 


Land Officers, Mate, and Mid(hipmen : 1 


Officers remaining on Board, were the Maſter, 
Boatſwain, Gunner, and Carpenter. Upon N 
."-ahe principal Officers leaving the Ship, ſeveral 
of the Crew fell into the moſt violent Outrage 
and Diſorder ; and tho' it blow'd very hard, 
with a tumbling Sea, and it was expected, 
every Moment, that the Ship would part, they 
weie ſo iaſenſible of their Danger, that they 
b-gan with broaching the Wine in the Laza- 
retto; then fell to breaking open Cabbins and 
Cheſts, arming themſelves with Swords and 
Piſtols, threat'ning to murder any who ſhould 
| oppoſe them, Being now drunk and mad with 
Liquor, 


—_ 
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Liquor, they plunder'd Cheſts and. Cabbins of 
Money, and other Things of Value, and 
trick'd themſelves up in the richeſt Apparel 
they could meet with, The next Day, the 
Ship being bilg'd in the Midſhips, after ſecu-- 
ing ſome Powder, Ball; and Bread, the Gun- 
ner and Carpenter, with ſeveral of thoſe ima- 
ginary Lorde, went aſhore. Upon their Land- 
ing, the Purſer, and Lieutenant Hamilton, of 
the Marines, preſented their Piſtols to ſeveral 
of their Breaſts, upon which, thoſe Grandees 
ſuffer d themſelves very quietly to be diſrob'd 
of all their Finery. 

They found the Iſland uninhabited, with- 
out Beaſt, or Bird, except ſome wild Fowls, 
nor producing any other Vegetable but Cellery, 
which grows here in abundance, and was of 
great Uſe, as the Crew in general had the 
Scurvy. There is Plenty too of Muſcles, 
Limpets and other Shell-Fiſn. The Captain 
took up his Lodging in a little Hutt, re 
to have been built by the Indians. The Ma- 
rine Officers pitch'd their Tents, others ſhel- 
ter'd themſelves from the Inclemency of the 
Weather under Trees, making large Fires; and 
others haul'd up the Cutter, and propt her up 
Bottom upwards. They remain'd thus ex- 
pos d ſome Days, when they were diſtributed 

into Tents. 

The Weather continuing boiſterous, the 
Boatſwain made a Signal for a Boat to come 
aboard, but finding no Appearance of any, he 
brought 
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brought a Quarter-Deck Gun to bear on the 
Captain's Hutt, and fired two Shot, which 
grazed over it, without doing any other 
Damage. As ſoon as he came aſhore, the 
Captain ſtruck him a Blow with his Cane, that 
knocked him down, and he lay motionleſs, and 
to Appearance dead, for ſome Time. When he 
came to himſelf, and ſaw a Piſtol cocked in the 
Captain's Hand, he preſented his naked Breaſt 
to him ; but the Captain only told him he de- 
ſerved to be ſhot, and ſaid no more to him. 
After this, they went as often as the Wea- 
ther would, permit to work upon the Wreck, 
to ſave what they could of Neceſſaries, ſuch as, 
Wine, Brandy, Flower, Peas, Oatmeal, Beet, 
Pork, Powder, Ball, Nails, Sc. and the Cap- 
tain, Lieutenant Hamilton, the Surgeon and 
Purſer, always appeared in Arms on the Beach, 
on the coming aſhore of every Boat, in order 
to prevent the People bringing any Thing from 
the Ship in a clandeſtine Manner. 
In skuttling the Decks they found ſeveral 
Men dead, and ſome drown'd in the Ship, 
ſuppoſed to have drank till they were not able 
to get from the Water, as it flowed into the Ship. 
As they were at Work one Day, there came 
along ſide a Canoe with ſeveral Indians, bowing 
and croſſing themſelves, giving them to un- 
derſtand they were of the Romiſb Religion. 
They are a very fimple and inoffenſive Peo- 
ple, of a very low Stature, ſcarce four Feet 


high, flat-noſed, with little Eyes, ſunk very 
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deep in their Heads, and not much bigger 
than a Bean. They live continually in Smoke, 
and are never without a Fire, even in their 
Canoes; yet altho' the Climate be exceſſive 
cold, they have nothing to cover their Naked- 
neſs but a Piece of an old Blanket, which 
they throw over their Shoulders. The Cap- 
tain gave them Hats, and preſented each of 
them with a Soldier's Coat. They were ſhewn- 
a Looking-Glaſs, with which they ſeemed 
amazed, holding up their Hands as at ſome- 


thing ſupernatural, uttering ſtrange uncoutn 


Sounds, and ſhewing a thouſand antick Geſ- 
tures. They are very watchful of the Dead, 
fitting continually by the Corpſe, carefully co- 
vering it, and every Moment looking on the 
F ace of the Deceaſed with abundance of Gra- 
vity. The Women among theſe People ſeem 
to . more Pains than the Men, the latter 
having little to do but to provide Wood, and 
indulge themſelves by the Fire; while theWo- 
men go every Tide in their Canoes a F iſhing, 
or a Diving for Sea-Eggs, of which they 


bring great Quantities aſhore, as well as 


abundance of white Maggots, about three 
Quarters.of an Inch in Length, and in Cir- 
cumference the Bigneſs of a Wheat-Straw. 
'The Manner of their Diving is thus: They 
jump over-board out of their Canoes about a 
Mile from Shore; they take the Handle of 
their Baskets (which are about the Size of 
Women ann between their Teeth, 
and 
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and dive in five or ſix Fathom Wather, con- 
tinuing an incredible Time under it. The 
People bought Dogs of them, which they 
killed and eat, eſteeming the Fleſh little infe- 
rior to Exgliſb Mutton, The Indians ſoon 
left them, they never ſettling long in a Place. 
About this Time, ten of the Crew (having 
been detected in a Deſign to blow up the Cap- 
rain, the Surgeon, and Lieutenant Hamilton, 
deſerted, among whom was ihe Carpenter's 
Mate, a very uſeful Perſon in their diſtreſſed 
Circumſtances, which render'd his Loſs the 
more confiderable. They had no Way to get 
to the Main, but by building eee a 
Punt out of” tne Wreck of the Ship, or by 
icizing a Canoe; nor had they any thing to 
hve upon but Sea-Weed and Shell-Fiſhi It is 
a thin Weed, of a dark green Colour, called 
by the Seamen Slaugh. Upon this Accident, 
the Captain ordered the Oars to be ſecured, 
and the Boats hauled up, to prevent any one's 


going away by Night. 


Afterwards the Ship broke up, and ſeveral : 
Things drove aſhore, viz. Casks of Wine, 
Brandy, Bales of Cloth, Hats, Shoes, and 
other Neceſſaries. The Stores were put into 
a Tent, and a Watch was fet over them. 
F very one was obliged to do Duty, except the 
Captain, and Carpenter, who was employed in 
fitting up the Long-Boat, which was cut in 
two, and lengthen'd eleven Feet ten Inches 
and a half i. by the Keel, the Awning of the 


Ship 
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They weigh'd from thence, and running 
farther in, they made Cape Pillar, which is 
the South Entrance of the Streights, and after- 
wards getting abreaſt of Cape Monday, and 
running along Shore, it made two Openings, 
which put the Officers to a Stand, not know- 
ing which to take for the right Paſſage. After 
ſome Debate, the Majority giving it, that-they 
were not in the right one, they alter'd their 
Courſe, but after ſome Days found their Miſ- 
take, and were oblig'd to go back, and make 
Cape Pillar a ſecond Time, which loſt them 
above a Fortnight. However, it rais'd the 
People's Spirits greatly, that they were now 
certain of their being in the Strezghts. They 
continued their Navigation very chearfully, 
tho' nothing could well equal their calamitous 
Circumſtances, as they ſeldom were able to get 
aſhore, and had little or no Proviſion, or Wa- 
ter, to ſupport them on board, Such of the 
People as were more robuſt than the reſt, and 
could go in Queſt of Proviſion, drove a Trade 
with their Allowance, and two Guineas were 
often given for a Pound of Flour. Seve- 
ral of them, during their Paſſage, dy'd miſer- 
able Skeletons for want of Food, Particularly 
the Purſer, who probably was the firſt Purſer 
belonging to his Majeſty's Service, that ever 
periſh'd with Hunger. There was another 
Object of this Sort, whole Caſe was ſingularly 
affecting; it was that of Maſter Capel, Son of 
Lieutenant Capel, aged 12 Years, There was 
1285 a Perſon 


riod to his Miſeries. inhunen Circumſtance! 
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2 Perſon on Board, who had upwards of 20 
Guineas of his Money, with a Watch, and 
Silver Cup. Theſe laſt the poor Boy was 
willing to ſell for Flour; but bis cruel Guar- 
dian told him, he muſt keep them to buy 
Cloaths for him in the Brazils. The miſer- 
able Youth cry'd, Sir, J ſhall never live to ſee 
the Brazils; I am ſtarving now; almoſt 
ſtarved to Death; therefore, for God's ſake, 

give me my Silver Cup to get me ſome Vic- 
tuals, or buy ſome for me yourſelf, All his 
Prayers and Entreaties were vain, and Heaven 
at laſt ſent Death to his Relief, and put a Pe- 


They beheld their Fellow-creatures ſtarving 
daily before their Faces, yet did they- afford 
them no Relief, So mercileſs is Hunger. 
Every one was ſo intent on the Preſervation of 
his own Life, that he was regardleſs of that of 
another, and the Bowels of Commiſeration 
were ſhut up. There is ſomething particular 
in the Death of thoſe wretched Objects: Some 
Hours before they die, they are taken light- 
headed, and fall a joking and laughing ; and in 
this Humour they expire. 

The Indians here, are People of a middle 
Stature, and well ſhaped : Their Completion 
is of a tawny Olive-Colour ; their Hair is ex- 
ceeding black, but not very long. They have 
round Faces, and ſmall Noſes ; their Eyes little 
and black; their Teeth are ſmooth, and-even, 


and cloſe ſet, and of an incomparable White- 
neſs. 
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heſss They are very active in Body, and run 
with a ſurpriſing Agility. They wear on their 
Heads white feather'd Caps: Their Bodies are 
cover'd with the Skins of Seals, and Guiana- 
coes, The Guianacoe is as large as any Engliſh 
Deer, with a long Neck: His Head, Mouth 
and Ears reſembling a Sheep's. He has very 
long ſlender Legs, and is cloven-footed like a. 
Deer, with a ſhort buſhy Tail, of a reddiſh | 
Colour. His Back is cover d with red Wool, 
pretty long; but down his Sides, and all the 
Belly Part, it is white, They are exceeding, 
nimble, of an exquilite 2 Sight, very ſhy, 
and difficult to be ſhot. 
They were a Month in the Streights, from 
their firſt Sight of Cape Pillar to Cape Virgin 
Mary, which they made December the 11th, 
1741, The whole Length of the Streights, 
the Reaches and Turnings included, is reck- 
_ on'd 116 Leagues. The other Capes and 
Illands they made in their Paſſage, were, viz. 
Cape Victory, Cape de Quad, Cape Forward, 
Elizabeth's Iſland, Sandy Point, and the 
Illand of St. George. 
They were now happily out of the Streights 
of Magellan. Five Days after, they found 
1 a- breaſt of Penguin Iſland, on the 
Coaſt of Patagonia, not above half a Mile 
from Shore. Here they faw Seals and Pen- 
guins without Number, the Shore being en- 
tirely cover'd with them. Aecording to Sir 
John Narberough s Deſcription of the latter, 
F ho which 
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which anſwers exactly, The Penguin is & 
* Fowl, that lives by catching and eating of 
* Fiſh, which he dives for, and is very nimble 
in the Water. He is as big as a Brant- 
_ © Gooſe, and weighs near about eight Pounds. 
© They have no Wings, but flat Stumps like 
© Fins, Their Coat is a downy ſtumped 
© Feather. They are blackiſh Grey on the 
© Backs and Heads, and white about their 
© Necks, and down their Bellies. They are 
| © ſhort Legg'd, like a Gooſe, and ſtand up- 
right like little Children in white Aprons, in 
Companies together. They are full neck'd, 
and headed and beak'd like a Crow, only 
© the Point of their Bill turns down a little. 
* They will bite hard, but they are very tame, 
© and will drive in Herds to your Boat Side 
© like Sheep, and there you may knock theny 
bon the Head, all, one after another: They 
© will not make any bafte away,” 

They ſteer'd N. W. by N. for Port Defre 
Harbour. The going into this Harbour is ve- 
ry remarkable: On the South Side lies, one 
Mile in the Land, a high peak'd-up Rock, 40 
Feet in Height, much like a Tower, looking 
as tho” it was a Work of Art, fet up for a 
Land-Mark to ſteer into this Harbour. Here 
is Fowl and Seal in Abundance,, The People 
eating greedily of the latter, were ſeiz d with 
violent Fevers, and Pains in their Heads. 
They found a Parcel of Bricks, ſome of them 
with Letters cut in them; on one of which 
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theſe Words were very plain and legible, viz, 
Capt. Straiton, 16 Cannons, 1687, The Car- 
penter with fix Men went in Search of Water. 
A Mile up the Water-fide they found Peckett's 
Well, mention'd by Sir John Narberough, 
The Spring is ſo ſmall, that it doth not give 
above 30 Gallons per Day; but the Well be- 
ing full, ſupply'd them. They had now but 
one Caſk of Flour on Board, and no other 
Proviſion in the Boat but the Seal they had 
kill'd ; notwithſtanding which, the People 
grew very turbulent and uneaſy, requiring 
Flour to be ſerved out; nay, they carry'd 
their Demand much higher, and inſiſted that 
the Marine Officers, and ſuch as could not be 
aſſiſting in working the Boat, ſhould have but 
half the Allowance of the reſt. Accordingly 
they pitch'd upon 20 to be ſerved with half a 
Pound of Flour each Man, and themſelves a 
Pound, This Diſtin&ion the Half-Pounders 
 complain'd of heavily, ſaying, that 20 of them 
were mark'd out to be ſtarved. While they 
were here, an Accident happen'd one Day as 
they were drefling their Victuals, which ſet 
Fire to the Graſs. Inſtantly the Flames ſpread, 
and they ſaw the whole Country in a Con- 

flagration. The next Day they ſaw the Smoak 
at a Diſtance, by which they judged it was 
burning on, C 
After taking on Board their Sea Store, which 
they compleated in half an Hour's Time, they 
ſaild out of Port Deſire Harbour December 
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. 2bth, 1741, taking their Departure from 
Cape Blanco, which they judged to lie 1n the 
Longitude of 71. W. No the Meridian of 
London. Having ſerved out all the Flour. in 
the Boat, at three Pound and a half to each 
Man, they lived on ſtinking Seal for a Week, 
and not above 20 out of 43 which remain'd 
alive, had even that, Nor were they better 
off with regard to Water, there not being 
above 80 Gallons aboard, Never were beheld a 
Parcel of more miſerable Vermin-eaten Objects! 
There were not above 15 of them healthy, 
(if People may be call'd healthy, that were 
ſcarce able to craw].) The ſtrongeſt of them 
could hardly ſtand on his Legs ten Minutes 
together, nor even that ſhort Space of Time 
without holding. Thoſe that were in the beſt 
State of Health, did all they could to encou- 
rage the reſt, and every Man of them had a 
new Skin from Head to Foot. They had not 
now ſcen Land for fourteen Days, and were 
almoit tranſported with the Sight of it. They 
ran in with it, ſteering within a Mile of the 
Shore, N.E. by E. This is a pleaſant and 
delightful Country to fail by. They faw 
Horſes and large Dogs in great Numbers, the 
Shore being perfectly cover'd with them. By 
an Obſervation, they found they were in the 
Latitude 38: 40: 8. Shoal Water, and a great 
Swell, at the ſame Time making Cape St. An- 
. drew. Having now nothing on Board to eat, 
and but one Caſk of Water to drink, they put 


the 


FT 


the Veſſel in as nigh as they. could venture for 
the large Surf which runs here. There was no 
getting near enough to get aſhore without en- 
dangering the Boat, This put them to a ſtand: 
To go from thence without Meat or Drink, 
they knew was certain Death; a few of the 
healthieſt therefore were refolved to ſwim on 
Shore to get Water and Proviſion. The Officers, 
to animate the reſt, firſt leap'd into the Water; 
and 11 of the People follow'd' them. In this 
Attempt one of the Marines was unfortunately 
drown'd. They toſs'd over-board four Quar- 
ter Caſks to fill with Water, laſhing to' the 
Caſks two Firelocks on each Side, with Am- 
munition, When the Officers and People got 
aſhore, they faw thouſands of Horſes, they 
being more numerous here than Sheep are on 
the Plains of Dorſet and Wiliſfire. There are 
likewiſe a vaſt Number of Dogs, which are of 
the Mungril Breed, and very large. They alfo 
ſaw abundance of Parrots, and Seals on the 
Rocks, but not a Buth growing on the Place. 
They ſhot a great many Sea, which they cut 
up in Quarters to carry on Board. They made 
a Fire of Horſe-Dung, and converted one of 
the leaky Water-Caſks into Fuel to dreſs their 
Seal. They caught too four Armadillees, 
' which are much larger than our Hedge-hogs, 
and very like them. Their Bodies are all caſed 
over with Shells, ſhutting under one another 
like Shells of Armour. The Boatſwain ſhot a 
| Horfe, and the People a wild Dog. The 
Horſe 
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Horſe was branded on the Left Buttock with 
theſe Letters A R, which made them conjec- 
ture there were Inhabitants not far of 
| While the People aſhore were thus regaling 
themſelves in the Fulneſs of Plenty, thoſe on 
Board were obliged to {trip the Hatches of a 
Seal Skin, which had been for {ome time 
nail'd on, and made uſe of for a Tarpawlin, 
They burnt off the Hair, and fell to chewing 
the Skin, it being a great Aggravation of their 
Misfortune, that they were actually ſtarving in 
the Sight of Plenty. The next Morning, 
however, it being calm, the People aſhore 
brought the Cafks filled with Water to the 
Beach, with Seal, and other Proviſion in great 
Quantity, which the others haul'd on Board, 
Lieutenant Ewers, the Boatſwain, Carpenter, 
and three of the People ſwam off; but the Sea 
Breeze coming in, and the Surf riſing, the 
reſt were diſcouraged from going off. They 
then haul'd the Veſſel a good Birth off the 
Shore, where they lay the Remainder of the 
Day, and all the Night. The Greatneſs of 
the Sea broke off their Rudder Head, and they 
expected every Moment the Veſſel would 
founder at ber Anchor. Sceing therefore there 
was no Probability of the People's getting a- 
board, and the Wind coming out off the Sea, 
and not one Stick of Fire- Wood in the Veſſel to 
dreſs their Victuals, and it being withal every 
Man's Opinion, that they muſt put to Sea, or 
periſh, on the 14th of January 1741, they 
1 „ n 
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ent aſhore a ſcuttled Caſk, with all Manner 
of Neceffaries, laſh'd to the Caſk, viz. four 
Small Arms, Powder, Balls, Flints, Candles, 
and a Letter to acquaint their Brethren of the 


Impoſſtbility of their being able to ride it out, 
till they could get off. They ſaw them receive 
the Caſk, as alſo the Letter that was in it; 

- which they no ſooner beheld, than they fel} 
on their Knees, wringing their Hands, and 
giving other Tokens of their deſperate Situa- 
tion, at the fame Time making Signals of 
wiſhing the reft well. They then got under 
Sail, and in a few Days were obliged to go to 


an Allowance of Water, at a Pint a Man per 


Day, having on Board not above 20 Gallons for 
33 Souls. When they made Land up the River 
Plate, they had not one Drop of Water on 


Board. Several of the People ſwam aſhore to 


fill Water, one of whom, in coming off, 
could not reach the veſſel, but was bet? Eg 
tunately drown'd. They got one Caſk of 
Water on Board, which reviv'd them exceed- 


ingly, and made all ready for Sailing to Rio 


Grande, otherwife Port St Peter, where they 


arrived ſafe, with no more than 30 Souls on 


board, the 28th of January 1741-2, a- breaſt 
of the Town, anchoring in two Fathom Wa- 


ter, after having been near four Months in 
their Voyage, during which no Mortals ever 


endur'd more Miſeries than they did. They 


were received here in the moſt tender and 


friendly 


Danger they on Board were in, and of the 


[4] 

friendly Manner by the Governor, and Bach i- 
tably entertain'd 65 him afterwards; where we, 
ſhall leave them waiting for a Paſſage to 
Liſbon, and return to the Commodore, and the 
ſhatter'd Remains of his Squadron, who had 
not leſs their Difficuliies to contend with. 
The Rendezvous agreed upon at St. Fultar's 
by the Commodore and the reſt of the Offi 
cers, in Caſe of Separation, was to be at Noſ- 
tra Signofa di Socora, as has already been ta- 
ken Notice of, as has likewiſe the dreadful 40 
Days Storm they had going round Cape Horn, 
which was in the Month of May 1741. It is 
not {urprifing, that in ſo continued, fo obſtinate 
a Tempeſt, they ſhould ſoon loſe Sight of one 
another, as during which it is impoſſible to 
deſcribe the terrible Situation they were in, 
and the ſhocking Hardſhips the People ſuffer” d. 
They were miſerably afflicted in general with 
the Scurvy, and Belly-ach, which took away 
the Uſe of their Limbs, inſomuch, that upon 
a very great Snow happening to fall, and bcin 
ſhort of Water, they crawl'd out of their Cab- 
bins and Hammocks on their Hands and Knees, 
upon the Decks, and lick'd the Snow as it 


fell. They uſually buried nine or ten Men a 


Day in each Ship; and ſometimes dead Bo- 
dies waſh'd from one Side of the Ships to the 
others, they not having time to fling them 
over- board. The Commodore did all that be- 
came a generous and benevolent Commander 
on this, and every other Occaſion, that re- 
quired 
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nar his paternal Care: He animated the 


eople with the moſt indulgent Expreſſions, 


and diſtributed daily his Stores of Wine and 
freſh Victuals among them, And tho' in ge- 
neral he enjoy'd a great Share of Health during 
the whole Voyage, yet here he partook of the 
common Malady with the reſt, but that only 
in a Degree juſt to give him a ſlight Taſte of 
their Sufferings. He bore away for the Ren- 


dezvous, and juſt touch'd _ and then made 


for Juan Fernandez, where he arriv'd the gth 
of June, 1741, in a moſt wretched and ſhat- 
ter d Condition, not having 200 Men remain- 
ing of the 513 he carried ont of England with 
him. The Trya!l join'd him three Days after, 
and after her, the Anne, both in as bad a Con- 
dition in Proportion, The Glouceſter, in the 


mean Time, imagining it impoffible for the 


Commodore to out-live the Storm, had ſome 
Thoughts of making back. Add to this, the 
Ship had ſprung. her Maſt within ten Feet of 
the Deck, and the Leakage was fo very great, 
that tho' they pumpt till the Blood guſh'd out 


of many of their Noſes, and others till they 


lay for dead, to keep her from ſinking, yet 


with their utmoſt Efforts they could ſcarce 
keep her above Water. But however, upon 
conſidering the undaunted Temper of the 
Commodore ; that no Dangers were equal to 


his Reſolution ; that. nothing but Death would 


deter him from proceeding in the Expedition; 
and withal being ſhock d with the 2 0 
e G of 


CY.” 

of deferting ſo brave a Commander, who, if 
ſafe, might be weak, and for want of their 

Aſſiſtance, might fall into the Enemy's Hands, 
they were greatly animated, and immediately 

determined to ſurmount all Difficulties in order 

to join him, or periſh in the Attempt. In 
theſe diſtreſt Circumſtances, they proceeded, 

and had but one Caſk of Water on Board 

when they made Juan Fernandez. They ran 
cloſe in by the Land, ſaw the Commodore, 
and made a Signal, who ſent his Long-Boat 
with a very welcome Preſent, viz. with Wa- 
ter, and Greens, and a hundred fine Cod. 
The People fell greedily upon the Cod, eating 
it raw, and as they chew'd it, large Pieces of 
Proud- Fleſh came from their Gums: Theis 
Teeth too were fa looſe, they could take them 
out, and put them in again at pleaſure. Soon 
after, the Wind coming off the Land in a 
ſtrong Gale, they were drove to Sea, and were 
kept out near five Weeks before they came up 
with the Commodore at Fernandez, having 
bury'd, during their laſt Separation, upwards 
of 70 of their People. : 
Here again the Commodore had an Oppor- 
tunity of exerting his Humanity, which he did 
in working hard himſelf, in carrying Stones to 
fix the Tents, inftead of Pins, and diſtributing 
his Stores among the People as uſual. All the 
Sick were carried aſhore, which, with the- 
Greens and freſh Proviſions they met with, 

gonjributed to their uy Recovery, In the 
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mean Time, they refitted their Ships, ſent 
their Sails aſhore to be mended, and burnt the 
Anne Pink to mann the Commodore. 

This Iſland (Fernandez) is uninhabited. 
There are an incredible Number of Dogs upon 
it, which, 'tis ſaid, were put on Shore there by 
the Spantards, in order to annoy Foreigners that 
ſhould touch there. Water-Creſſes and wild 
Turnips grow here in great Plenty ; there are 


likewiſe abundance of Goats, which the Dogs 
drive up the Hills to deſtroy them, and vaſt | 


Numbers of Seals, and Sea Lyons. The Sea 
Lyon is about as big as an Ox, and weighs 
about 2700 Weight. He has a Head like a 


Lyon, with two large Fins, which ſerve him 
as Legs. The Fleſh is very good to eat, and 


_ taſtes ſomething like Beef. Here are prodigious 
| Quantities too of Cod Fiſh, weighing about 


16 Pound each, which are caught with great 
Eaſe, as faſt as you can bait, and of which 
they dry'd great Numbers, and put them on 


Board. 5 . 
After being there ſome Time, they ſpy'd a 


. Sail, and at Night the Commodore weigh'd, 


2nd went after her. He loſt her, but the next 


Day came up with her Conſort, took her, 
and brought her in. Some Days after, the 
remaining Part of the Squadron took Leave of 


Juan Fernandez, the latter End of Auguſt 


1741, after having been there 10 Weeks, 


ſteering for the Coaſt of Peru. The Tryall 


kept in with the Commodore, and the Gh 
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cler ſail d a different Courſe. After being ſome 
Days out, the Commodore took another Prize; 
and the Glouceſter ſaw a large Boat, which 


they taking only for a Fiſhing Boat, ſcarce _. 


thought worth attacking. The Captain, how- 
ever, reflecting, that if he let her go, ſhe might 
alarm the Coaſt, order'd the Pinnace out, 
mann'd and arm'd. They row'd to her, be- 
ing calm; got up with her in about two 
Hours, and brought her to by firing a Muſket, 
She faid ſhe was loaden with Cotton, and ſhe 
had a Bag of it, which hy uppermoſt ; but 
when they had put the Priſoners on Board, 
(four of Soy were Perſons of DiſtinQion) 
they found, after rummaging, a Jar full of 


Double Deb een, valued at about 16000 l. 


Sterling. After this, they made for their Sta- 


tion off of Payta. In their Paſſage, they ſaw 
a Ship bearing down upon them, with Top- 
gallant Sails ſet, miſtaking the Gleucefer for 
her Conſort ; but when ſhe came nigh enough 
to diſcover her Error, ſhe endeavour'd to bear 
away; but after a ſlight Chace, and firing a 
Gun, they brought her to, haul'd out the Boat, 
and put the Priſoners on Board, She was a 
Veſſel of about 200 Tons Burthen, had 30 
Hands on Board, and her Loading confiſted of 


Plate, and Piſcaya Wine, After coming to 


their Station, they ſaw another Sail; but ſhe. 
running in under the Land, they loſt her. In 
the mean Time, the Commodore, arriving 
about the Middle of November, had W 50 
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Men, and ſurpriſed Payta, which was tiben 
with the Loſs of one Man. After ſeizing the 
Fort, where there was a Garriſon, they hoiſted 
up Engliſb Colours. The Garriſon, with the 
Inbabitants, fled up the Country. They kept 
the Place three Days, plunder'd it, ſet it on 
Fire, and then return'd on Board, bringing 
out with them five or ſix Sail of Ships, of 
conſiderable Value. The Commodore weigh'd 
Anchor from Payta, and in two or three Days 

was join'd by the Glouceſter, After putting 
two Launches of Priſoners aſhore, one from 
the Commodore, the other from the Glouceſter, 

the Squadron fail'd for Acapulco, where they 


ad in the Month of March 1741-2. They 


cruiz d here 20 Days for the Acapulca Man; 


but the Town being alarm'd, and Water 
growing ſcarce, they left the Pinnace to cruize 
off the Harbour of Acapulco, while the Squa- 
dron went to Water at Chiquitan, about 60 
Leagues higher up along the Coaſt, After 


coming to an Anchor, a Party of Men was 
ſent up the Country, which is inhabited by 


Spantards, and Indians, T hey march'd the 
whole Day thro' a very narrow Road, without 
meeting a " Spa but a Soldier aſleep on the 


Ground, with a Piſtol by him, who yes 


hearing of Voices, ſtarted up, mounted his 


Horſe, that was near him, and rode away, 


leaving his Piſtol behind, which they carry'd_ 
with them back to the Squadron, The — | 
PIR him tor ſome time, but finding they 
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[ 46 | 


could not overtake him, and not caring to 
venture farther for fear of a Surpriſe, they 
had recourſe to an ingenious Expedient, in or- 
der to make themſelves underſtood, viz. by 
writing a Number of Labels in the Spaniſh 
Tongue, and ſticking them upon the Trees as 
they went along, importing what it was the 
Squadron ftood in need of, and that they 
would fatisfy them for whatever they ſupply'd 
the Cee de with, Upon their Return to 
the Ships, they gave the Commodore an Ac- 
count of what had paſs'd, who was pleaſed to 
approve of the Expedient, tho it had not the 
deſir'd Effect, no Body coming to them dur- 
ing their Stay there, which was ten Days. 
After the Squadron had taken in their Water- 
ing, they weigh'd Anchor, and then fet Fire 
to the Prize Ships, and the Tryall, ſteering for 
Acapulco to look out for the Pinnace. The 
Commodore, upon their Arrival, not ſeeing 
the Pinnace, and imagining it to be taken, ſent 


nn a Flag of Truce to Acapulco, to defire the 


Governor to deliver the Pinnace and Men. 


The next Morning, they ſaw a Boat coming 
off from the Land, which they took to be the 


| Governor's, but it proved to be the Pinnace, 


which had been ſeparated from the Commo-' 
dore near three Weeks: During which Time 
the Cockſwain, and Boat's Crew ſuffer'd much, 
not having been able to get Water; for want 
of which, they had drank Turtle's Blood for 
ten Days, a had given themſelves mw for 

olt, 
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loſt, when they happily ſaw the Commodore. 


During the Squadron's laſt Cruize here, they 
frequently ſent the Boats aſhore for Water, 


and what Proviſion they could get. It was 
on one of theſe Occaſions, that the unfortu- 
nate Louts Leger, the Commodore's Cook, 


went aſhore, paſs'd the Guard, and leaving the 
Commodore's Dinner, as it was dreſſing, de- 


ſerted to meet his more RAT Fate in 


London. 

The Commodore finding it in vain to wait 
for the Acapulco Man's coming out, left the 
Coaſt the latter End of May, 1742, after 


having been 11 Months in thoſe Seas, direct- 


ing his Courle for China, diſtant from Aca- 
fulco to Macou 2800 Leagues. 


They were now going to experience freſh 


Severities : They had hard Gales of Wind, 
and exceſſive bad Weather in their Paſſage. 
The Men fell again down with the Scurvy, 
and Belly-ach, loſing the Uſe of their Limbs, 
and great Numbers dying every Day, in a 
moſt miſerable Condition, The Diſtreſs they 
were in likewiſe for Water is not to be ex- 
preſs'd. They had but one Pint of Water per 


Man for three Days, for drinking and boiling 


their Proviſions. To ſuch a Degree were they 


ſtreighten'd, that they were glad to drink their 
own Water, when they could make any; and 
| even the Commodore was forced to make uſe 


of his own Spittle to ſhave himſelf in order to 


fave the Water, The rag, in the bad 5 


Weather, 
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Weather, ſprung a Leak, and muſt inevitably | 
have periſh'd, had not the Commodore provi- 
dentially came up, juſt as ſhe was ready to 
fink, and the People were ſo weak, they were 
not able to ſtand to the Pump any longer, 
The Commodore took the wretched Crew on 
Board him, conſiſting only of 80 poor Souls, 
and order'd the Ship to be funk, This Rein- 
forcement of Invalids, was not very acceptable, 
as the Commodore's People had not been fo 
ſickly, but afterwards they fell down by Scores. 
In this diſtreſs'd Condition, they made for 
the Iſland of Guam for Water, but miſs'd it. 
The next Day, however, they made Tinian, 
a fine level Iſland, diſtant from Guam 30 
Leagues. They puſh'd in as faſt as they could, 
diſcerning with their Glaſſes as they fail'd, a- 
bundance of Cattle grazing upon the Land, 
Soon after, they ſaw a flying Prowe, viz, a 
Boat with a Side Sail, coming off to them, 
taking the Commodore for the Acapulco Ship, 
Upon diſcovering her Miſtake, ſhe turn'd a- 
bout, and endeavour'd to get away; but it be- 
coming calm, they hoiſted out a Boat, and 
brought her along-fide. Her Loading conſiſted 
of black Cattle, Hogs, Fowls, Cocoa-Nuts, 
fine Oranges and Limes, which this Iſland 
produces in great Plenty, She was bound tor 
Guam, where there is a Spaniſh Governor, and 
Garriſon, who ſend here once a Year to kill 
Cattle, Hogs and Fowls, which they falt and 
dry for the Uſe of the Inhabitants and Garrt 
: Or Or N 
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Ton, Tt was not long after this, that the Com- 
"modore came to an Anchor in the Harbour of 


Tinian, the latter End of September, 1742, af- 


ter having been four Months from Acapulco. 

Plentiful as it is, this Iſland is uninhabited, 
and ſeldom has other Viſiters but the People 
from Guam, and the Acapulco Man, The 


next Day all the Sick were ſent aſhore in their 


Hammocks, and put into Tents, not being 
able to ſtir Hands, nor Feet, with the Scurvy. 
The Commodore, with his uſual paternal Care, 


exerciſed himſelf in cutting of Oranges, and | 


ſqueezing them into the People's Mouths, who 


in a few Days were ſurpriſingly recover'd, ſo as 


to be able to walk about, 
They had not laid long at Tinian, bee un 
Accident of a very alarming Nature happen d 


to them, which threaten'd them with a new 


Scene of Hardſhips, if not with Deſtruction. 
The Accident was this: One Day a violent 


Storm of Wind aroſe, and the Centurion drove 


from her Anchors out to Sea, with only 60 
Hands on Board, leaving the Commodore, 
L and 110 Men «hore. 


The Commodore on this Occaſion belungd 


with his uſual Conftancy of Mind, not terri- 
fying himſelf with a Misfortune he was not 


the Occaſion of, nor had the Power to reme- 
dy, but ſtudying how to make the moſt of 
their unpromiſing Circumſtances. After wait- 
ing ſeveral Days in vain for the Ship, and 


deſpairing of her — he order'd a Bark to 
be 
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be ſaw'd in two, with a View of lengthening 
her in Caſe of the worſt, and in Hopes by 
this Means he ſhould be able to reach ſome of 
the Philippine Iſlands in her. 

No Precaution was omitted; all Hands were 
now employ'd, (the People being quite re- 
cover d) ſome in cutting Wood, ſome in ſaw- 
ing, ſome in digging, and others in building 

of Hutts; nor was the Commodore an idle 
Spectator, but handled his Tool as well as the 
meaneſt, 
| While theſe Things were going forward, 
Lieutenant Gordon of the Marines, of whom 
Mention has been made, and of his fortunate 
Removal from the Wager, was the firſt that 
1py'd the Ship from a high Hill. He imme- 
diately ran down, and acquainted the Com- 
modore with. his Diſcovery, who, from a Senſe 
of the common Safety, was obſerved to ſmile, 
and diſcover more Chearfulneſs than he had 
done the whole Voyage. This Gentleman, 
(Lieutenant Gordon) muſt certainly be a for- 
tunate Man: He ow'd his Preſervation to 
Having been exchanged on board the Commo- 
dore, and while the Commodore was deſpair- 
ing of ever ſeeing the Centurion, he brought 
bim the News of her, and their Preſervation. 
Nor are theſe the only Inſtances of his good 
Fortune; what is equally happy and remark- 
able, he never had a Day's Illneſs during the 
whole Voyage, which enabled him (as he 
was always ready) to give them, who were 
in 
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in Diſtreſs, all the Aſſiſtance that lay in his 


Power, 


The joyful Tur; which this K 


gave the People, put a Stop to their Labour, 
the Ship now getting in, and coming to an 
Anchor, after having been drove away near 


three Weeks. The Commodore immediately 


repair d on Board; the People went the next 
Day, and having put Water, the Tents, and 
every Thing needful on board, they ſet Sail 


from Tinian in October, for Macon, a Portugueſe 


Settlement in China, where they arrived with- 
out any material Accident, in December 1742, 
having been about ſix Weeks in the Voyage. 


The Commodore, on their Arrival, went 


up to Canton for an Order to get the Ship 
hove down, The Chineſe never having ſeen a 


Man of War before in thoſe Seas, took her for - 


a Pyrate, and accordingly, ſuch was their Pre- 
poſſeſſion, that the Boys of Canton, as the 


Commodore paſs'd along the Streets, threw 
Stones at him, crying out, Ladroon, Ladroon, 
which is a Spaniſh Word, that fignifies a 

Robber, or Thief. It is a Cuſtom Fs I 
barbarous among ſo polite a People, as the 
Chineſe would be thought, to drown every 


third Daughter. The Chineſe Women ſeem 


very fair, and their Hair is very black. The 
Tartar Women are of a ſwarthy Complexion, 


who live in the Suburbs, and proſtitate them- 


ſelves to any that are LEED to a Commerce 
with them. No European is fuffer'd to go 


* withig 
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within the Gates of Canton, and ſome havæ 
paid dear for their Curioſity in attempting it, 
by having been ſeiz'd, and made Priſoners for 
their Lives. The Houſes are very low, the 
Streets very populous, but very narrow. 
The Commodore having got the Order, the 
Ship was hove down, under his immediate In- 
ſpection, never leaving her till ſhe was entirely 
refitted. In the mean Time, Capt. Saunders 
Was diſpatch'd to England, by the Commodore; 
on Board a Swediſh India Man to give the Go- 


vernment an Account of their Condition, and 


Arrival there. Capt. Mitche] at the lame 
Time defir'd to take his Paſſage in one of the 
Company's Ships, and had Leave given him, 
As the South-Weſt Monſoon would be ſet in 
on the Coaſt of China before the Commodore 
could be able to refit, it render'd it impoſſible 
for himſelf to proceed to Europe till the Month 
of Ofober. Intent therefore upon doing ſome- 
thing worthy of himſelf during that Interval, 
he determin'd, altho' he had not half his Com- 
pliment of Men, to cruize for the Acapulco 
hip p, which was expected with Treaſure to 
Manila, the Capital of Luconia, one of the 
Phillipine Iſlands. After having finiſh'd the 
Neceſſaries of his Ship, on the 18th of April 
1743, be made the beſt of his Way for Cape 
Spiritu Santo, being the Land to the South- 
ward of the Streights of Manila. Having 
cruiz'd backwards and forwards 3 1 Days, on 
dhe 20th of TO I 743) they ay a Sail "_ 
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fe Maſt-head, which proved to be the longs 
wiſh'd-for Galleon, The Commodore being 
inform'd of it, look d thro his Spying-Glaſs, 
and at firſt imagining there were two of them, 
with great Calmneſs ſaid, My Lads, we'll fight 
them both. Afterwards, as ſhe came nearer, 
| many found they had but one to deal with. 

As this is an Action, which ſo highly re- 
dounds to the Honour and Profit not only of 
the Commodore, and his little gallant Crew, 
but likewiſe to the Nation in general, we 
ſhall be the more particular in our Relation 
of it. 
lt muſt be previouſly obſerved, to EY eternal 
Honour of the Commodore, that juſt before 
the Attack, his 'Men were fo bad with the 
Dry Gripes, that they went almoſt double, 
but by his Addreſs and Management he fo 
Pires them up, that no Men could behave 
better when they came to engage. He gave 
his Orders to his Officers with great Judgment, 
and Equanimity, which indeed is his Charac- 
teriſtick, being calm in the greateſt Danger, 
always ſerene, always himſelf. The Spaniſh 
General ſpared him the Trouble of giving 
much Chace, bearing down upon him before 
the Wind. When ſhe came within two Miles, 
the brought to, in order to fight the Commo- 
dore, and ſeveral Shot paſs'd before they came 
to a cloſe Engagement, The firſt Ball fird 
from the Galleon ſhot off two of the Men's 
Heads, T he Commodore ſtood upon P__ 
Winky Wh 
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with his Sword drawn, all the Time of AcZ; 


tion, which laſted one Hour and a half before 


the Spaniard ſtruck. He was in the thickeſt 
of the Fire, and was as black as a Mulattos 
with the Smoak of the Powder. The Hon, 
Mr. Van Kepple deliver'd his Orders between 
Decks during the Engagement, to the proper 
Officers, who executed them in the moſt ef- 
lectual Manner. As their Ammunition ran 
mort, they were: order'd to fire no Gun, but 
what they were ſure would do Execution; 
and for that Reaſon there were ſeldom above 
four fir d at a Time, which generally went 
thro! and thro', and kill'd great Numbers, the 
| Spaniard having near boo Men, who ſtand- 
ing very thick, every Shot mow'd the Dons 
down. They were likewiſe order'd to laſh the 
Sprit-Sail-Yard fore and aft, which being a 
Signal to board, was an excellent Feint, 
making the Spaniards conclude the Commo- 
dore hag recruited himſelf with Sailors in his 


Voyage, and did not a little contribute to their 
| ſpeedy ſurrendering. The Commodore fought 


his Ship with the greateſt Ability in another 
Reſpect, namely, Yard-Arm and Yard-Arm, 
within leſs than Piſtol ſhot ; by which Means, 
he had an Opportunity of ſhewing al] his Crew, 
which tho' it conſiſted only of one hundred and 
ſeventy odd Men, yet as the Enemy, from ſee- 
Ing theſe on one Side of the ohip, imagin'd the 
Commodore had his full Compliment, it ſtruck 
the greater Terror i into them, and proved ano- 
ther 
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ther Motive to their ſtriking the ſooner, Where= 
as, had the Commodore fought Broadſide and 
Broadſide, he would have wanted Men to have 
mann'd his Guns, and conſequently, by dif- 
covering his Weakneſs, muſt have been over- 


power'd by their ſuperior Numbers. 
| Theſe Meaſures, ſo wiſely concerted, had 
the Effect they deſerved, the General, after 
an Engagement of an Hour and a half, ſtrik- 
ing his Flag at the Main-Top-Maſt Head. I 
muſt here do Juſtice to one of the Spaniſh 
Officers, who behaved very gallantly, and re- 
fus d to ſtrike the Colours, tho' ſhot at ſeveral. 
times fingly, which providentially miſs'd him, 
and he was afterwards ſaved for his Bravery. 
The General was wounded in two Places, and 
had great Care taken of him. When he came 
on Board the Commodore, he cry'd with Rage, 
to ſee what an inconſiderable Number of Peo- 
ple, and thoſe depreſs'd with Hardſhips and 
Sickneſs, he had been taken by. 
The Galleon was call'd the Nueſtra Senora 
del cabo Donga, Don Geronimo Montero, Ge- 
neral, or Admiral, She had 42 Guns, 17 of 
which were Braſs, and 28 Patereroes, 550 - 
Men, 58 of whom were flain, and 83 wound- 
ed: Her Maſts and Rigging were ſhot to 
Pieces, and .150 Shot pafs'd thro' her Hull, 
many of which were between Wind and Wa- 
ter, which made her very leaky. The great- 
eſt Damage the Commodore received was, b 


his Fore-Maſt, Main-Maſt, and Bowſprit be- 


intended to pay him a Viſit, and defird a 
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ing wounded, and his Rigging ſhot to Pieces 
He received only 15 Shot thro' his Hull, and 
had no more than two Men kill'd, and 15 
wounded, He was under great Difficulty ; in 
navigating two ſuch large Veſſels, in a dan- 
gerous and unknown Sea, and guarding 492 
Priſoners; and being apprehenfive of loſing 
Company, the Commodore thought proper, 
for the Security of the Galleon, and the great 
Treaſure in her, which could not be then 
removed (the Weather being very tempeſtuous) 
to give his firſt Lieutenant a Commiſſion to 
command her, with other proper Officers un- 
der him. 
Upon their Arrival in the River Canton the 
I4th of Fuly, the Priſoners were all ſet aſhore, 
and the Commodore received the. Compli- 
ments of the Dutch and Swedes at the Engliſh 
F 1 and was afterwards entertain d in 
a very grand Manner by the French. The 
Clinch ſeeing the Deference paid the Commo- 
dore, were now ſatisfy'd he was not the Pyrate 
they had lately miſtaken bim for. After _ 
the eee ſent an Officer with a Letter 
to the Vice King, acquainting him with the 
Reaſon bf his putting into his Port, that he 


Supply of Proviſions and Stores. A Manda- 
Tine was ſent on Board ſome Days afterwards 
to acquaint the Commodore, that the Vice 
King would be glad to ſee him, with the 
a Coprain of the other Ship, we brought a Li- 


cenee 
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cence. for ſupplying the Ship with Proyiſiong 
from Day to Day. He mention'd to the 
Commodore the Payment of the Duties, and 
the Meaſurage, which he ſaid, by the Emperor's 
Orders, were to be demanded from all Ships, 
without excepting Men of War. The Com- 
modore told him, that the King of Great Bri- 
tain's Ships were never treated upon the fame 
Footing with Trading Veſſels, and that his In- 
ſtructions from the King, his Maſter, forbid 
him to pay any Acknowledgement for his 
Ships harbouring in any Port whatever. © 


The Commodore finding he could not ob- 
tain the Proviſions and Stores, to enable him 
to proceed to Europe, was under a Neceſſity of 
viſiting the Vice King, notwithſtanding the 
Europeans were of Opinion, that the Emperor's 
Duties would be inſiſted upon, Not knowing 
therefore what Means they might make uſe 
of, when they had him in their Power, he 
gave Orders to Capt. Brett, who upon this 
Oeczſion had been appointed Captain under 
the Commodore, that if he found him de- 
tain'd, that then he ſhould deſtroy the Gal- 

leon (out of which all the Treaſure had been 

removed, amounting to 1, 313, 843 Pieces of 
Eight, and 35,682 Ounces of Virgin Silver 
and Plate) and to proceed with the Centurion 
without the River's Mouth, out of the Reach 
of the two Forts, F***. 


3 


The Commodore, in the mean Time, to 


do Honour to his King and Country, prepar d 
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himſelf to wait upon the Vice King with all 
the Magnificence the Circumſtances would 
admit of, The Officers, Merchants, and Super- 
cargoes, were of his Retinue, all vying with 
each other, which ſhould appear the moſt 
ſplendid on that Occaſion : The Subaltern Of- 
ficers, richly dreſs'd, officiated in this Cere- 
mony, as Pages; all the Bargemen, who were 
18 in Number, were new dreſs d: Thus at- 
tended, the Commodore repait'd to the Au- 
dience in a Chair, There were ten thouſand' 
Men drawn up before the Vice King's Palace; 

all the Battlements and Galleries of which 
were crowded with his Women. The Com- 
modore arriving there before the Vice King 
was ready to receive him, occaſion'd by a 
Miſtake of the Mandarine, waited with his 
Retinue a conſiderable Time in a Common- 
Hall, which he reſented, by fignifyin by his 
Interpreter, that that Place was no Ways pro- 
per for the Reception of the Repreſentative of 
the King of Great Britain, and therefore de- 
ſir' d, that he might be ſhewn into a Place 
more ſuitable, to his Quality ; ; which was in- 
ſtantly comply'd with. Soon after, the Com- 
modore, with three more of bis Retinue, was 
introduced to the Preſence of the Vice King, 
(bis Council of Mandarines attending) who re- 
ceived him with great Civility and Politeneſs 
at, the Door, and granted him every Thing, he 
deſir d. After this, he was entertain'd in the 
Chineſe Manner, with great Variety of Chin 

ing 
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China Diſhes, the Meat being cut into ſmall 
Pieces, for the more eaſy eating with their 
Chop-Sticks ; and a Deſert of the choiceſt of 
F ruits and Sweetmeats. . 

The Commodore, thus having had Reaſod 
to be fatisfy'd'with the Succeſs of his Viſit, 
prepar'd for his Departure ; and after dif poling 
of the Galleon and Effects, ſet Sail from China 
for Europe, touching only at Princeſs Iſland to 
water, and at the Cape of Good' Hope. At the 
Cape, they met with'very fine Peas and Beans, 
but the Scurvy being very rite among the Peo- 
ple, and having quite Joſt their Appetites, they 
were deprived of the Pleaſure of cating them. 
The Hottentots, that inhabit here, have been 

ſo often deſcrib'd by Travellers, that it would 
be quite needleſs to ſay any thing concern- 

ing this ſtrange Sort of People. They were, 
however, very civil. Their Dreſs is a Sheep 
Skin, With the Gutts bound round their Legs, 
by way of Ornament. The Commodore took 
in here upwards of 40 Dutch Sailors, and thoſe 

of other Nations, at the advanced Wages of 
15 Dollars a Man per Month. 

After ſtaying here three Weeks, they left 
the Cape the 15 of April, 1744, and fell in 


with only two Sail the reſt of the Voyage, one 
about 100 Leagues from the Land's-End, a 
Palatine Ship, bound for Philadelphia, who 
told them the firſt News of the French War; 
the other was the Salamander Privateer, with 
a Martinico Man in Tow, After this, the 
Commodore, 
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Commodore, coming into the Channel, kept 
in with the Land, and the Weather favouring, 
being thick and hazey, he arrived ſafe at St. 
Helen's the 1 5th of June, 1744, after having 
been from England near four Years, bringing 
home with him People of eleven different 
Nations, beſides Engliſb, Scots, and Triſh. 
The Treaſure was ſoon after eſcorted by the 
Ship's Company, attended with Muſick, from 
Portſmouth to London in 32 Waggons, with 
Streamers, Flags, and other Enfigns of the 
Enemy flying, e with the Officers of 
the Ship, and of the Marines, in the Sight of a 
prodigious Concourſe of all Ranks and Degrees 

of People. It was lodged the ſame Day in the 

Tower, and afterwards the coin d Money was 
removed to the Bank. 75 

Thus ends this famous Expedition, that 
was attended with ſo many Miſeries and 
Hardſhips, and in which ſo many hundreds of 
poor Souls loſt their Lives; for of the 2000 
Men the Commodore carried out with him, 
little more than a twentieth Part lived to re- 
rurn to their native Country, and thoſe again 


| greatly impair'd in their Conſtitutions. 


All that remains to be wiſh'd by every true 
Engliſhman, is, that they may have a faithful 
Diſtribution of what they have ſo dearly carn'd; 


lde 
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ftybquo wade. 


) | 


